WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. A method of reporting a system failure in a server system, comprising: 
detecting a system failure condition; / 
transmitting failure information related to the failure /fondition; 
storing the failure information; and / 
reporting an occurrence of an event. / 

2. The method of Claim 1 wherein: / 
the act of transmitting the failure information comprises transmitting the 

failure information to a system recorder; / 

the act of storing the failure information comprises storing the failure 
information in a system log; and / 

the act of reporting an occurrence of an event comprises reporting the 
.oc currence of the event to -^cert rar p r ocessing un i t iff - t h e server s ystem ~ * 

3. The method of Claim 2 further comprising notifying an operator of the 
system failure. 



4. The method of Claim 3 wherein the act of notifying an operator 
comprises displaying a message on a monitor coupled to the central processing unit. 

/ ^ '^--^The method of Claim 3 further comprising accessing the system log to 
/ read the failure inforaiano^ii^m the system log. 

^o. The method of Claim 2 further comprising determining when the failure 
condition occurred and storing a representation of when the failure condition occurred 
in the system log. 

yi. The method of Claim 2 wherein the act of reporting the occurrence of 
the event to the central processing unit comprises: 
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sending an event signal to a system interface, coupled to the central 
processing unit; 

setting a bit in a bit vector within the system interface, wherein the 
setting of the bit corresponds to a specified type of system failure; and 

sending an interrupt signal to the central processing unit after the bit is 
set, wherein, upon receiving the interrupt signal the central processing unit 
reads a status register within the system interface to ascertain that the event 
signal has been received by the system interface. 



10 y€. The method of Claim ^further comprising reading the bit vector to 

ascertain a type of event. 

c 

< Sf. The method of Claim 2 wherein the act of reporting the occurrence of 
the event to the central processing unit comprises: 
15 sending an event signal to a system interface, coupled to the central 

processing unit; 

setting a bit in a bit vector within the system interface, wherein the 
setting of the bit corresponds to a specified type of system failure; and 

setting a status of a status register within the system interface to 
20 indicate the occurrence of the event, wherein the central processing unit 

monitors the status register within the system interface at specified periodic 
intervals.* 

T T 

yQ. The method of Claim further comprising reading the bit vector to 
25 ascertain a type of event. 

]/. The method of Claim 2 further comprising reporting the occurrence of 
the event to a local computer connected to server system via a remote interface. 

i I 

30 yL. The method of Claim H wherein the act of reporting the occurrence of 

the event to the local computer comprises: 
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sending an event signal to the remote interface; 

setting a bit in a bit vector within the remote interface, wherein the 
setting of the bit corresponds to a specified type of system failure; and 

notifying the local computer that the event signal has been received by 
the remote interface. 

J#. The method of Claim yi wherein the act of notifying the local computer 
comprises transmitting a ready-to-read signal to the local computer, wherein, upon 
receiving the ready-to-read signal, the local computer interrogates the remote interface 
to ascertain that the bit in the bit vector has been set. 

]4. The method of Claim further comprising notifying a local operator, 
who is using the local computer, of the system failure. 



]^ . The method of Claim l^v 



The method of Claim f^wherein the act of notifying the local operator 
comprises displaying a message on a monitor coupled to the local computer. 

i ') 

y6. The method of Claim m further comprising accessing the system log 
through the local computer to read the failure information. 



The method of Claim 2 further comprising reporting the occurrence of 
the event to a remote computer connected to the server system via a remote interface, 
wherein the remote computer is connected to the remote interface via a modem-to- 
modem connection. 

•1 . & 

]r8. The method of Claim )n wherein the act of reporting the occurrence of 
the event to the remote computer comprises: 

sending an event signal to the remote interface; 

setting a bit in a bit vector within the remote interface, wherein the 
setting of the bit corresponds to a specified type of system failure; and 
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notifying the remote computer that the event signal has been received 
by the remote interface. 

yS. The method of Claim J/8 wherein the act of notifying the remote 
5 computer comprises: 

automatically calling a phone number corresponding to a modem 
coupled to the remote computer, wherein, upon receiving the call, the remote 
computer interrogates the remote interface to ascertain that the bit in the bit 
vector has been set. 

10 A if 

^0. The method of Claim }$ further comprising: 

verifying that the remote computer is authorized to access the server 
system via the remote interface; and 

verifying that a communication link has been established between the 
15 remote computer and the remote interface. 

T 

s 2f. The method of Claim ^further comprising notifying a remote operator, 

^ who is using the remote computer, of the system failure. 

y3 20 /l. The method of Claim $ wherein the act of notifying the remote 

^ operator comprises displaying a message on a monitor coupled to the remote 

computer. 

Ji3. The method of Claim jn further comprising accessing the system log 
25 through the remote computer to read the failure information. 

t 

Z4. A method of reporting a system failure in a server system, comprising: 

detecting a system failure condition; A A * 

4 transmitting failure information related to the failure condition t o^ y a 

^ 30 W^Tsystem recorder; 

assigning a time value to the failure information; 
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storing the failure information and its time value in a system log; 
r reporting an occurrence of an event to a^central processing unit coupled 
to the server system* and 

communicating failure information from the system log to an operator. 

2#. The method of Claim pft wherein the act of reporting the occurrence of 
the event comprises: 

sending an event signal to a system interface, coupled to the central 
processing unit; 

setting a bit in a bit vector within the system interface, wherein the 
setting of the bit corresponds to a specified type of system failure; and 

sending an interrupt signal to the central processing unit after the bit is 
set, wherein, upon receiving the interrupt signal the central processing unit 
reads a status register within the system interface to ascertain that the event 
signal has been received by the system interface. 

^gf. The method of Claim ^^further comprising reading the bit vector. 

The method of Claim 2^ wherein the act of reporting the occurrence of 



the event to the central processing unit comprises: 

sending an event signal to a system interface, coupled to the central 
processing unit; 

setting a bit in a bit vector within the system interface, wherein the 
setting of the bit corresponds to a specified type of system failure; and 

setting a status of a status register within the system interface to 
indicate the occurrence of the event, wherein the central processing unit 
monitors the status register within the system interface at specified periodic 
intervals. 



4 



t 

The method of Claim 771 further comprising reading the bit vector. 
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The method of Claim 24 wherein the specified type of failure is selected 
from a group consisting of: a central processing unit failure, a power supply failure, 
a fan failure, a canister failure, and a temperature failure. 

A method of reporting a system failure in a servpr system, comprising: 
detecting a system failure condition; 

transmitting failure information related/to the failure condition to a 
system recorder; 

assigning a time value to the failjrtre information; 
storing the failure information/and its time value in a system log; 
reporting an occurrence of/an event to a local computer coupled to the 
server system via a remote interface; and 

t i oi mnunicating failiq/ in fu nna l iuu fium the s^&t c ni lug ' tu an oper at o r 




yt. The method ckT Claim yS wherein the act of reporting the occurrence 
of the event to the local computer comprises: 

sending an event signal to the remote interface; 

setting a bit in a bit vector within the remote interface, wherein the 
setting of the bit corresponds to a specified type of system failure; and 

notifying the local computer that the event signal has been received by 
the remote interface. 



The method of Claim 34 wherein the act of notifying the local computer 
comprises transmitting a ready-to-read signal to the local computer, wherein, upon 
receiving the ready-to-read signal, the local computer interrogates the remote interface 
to ascertain that the bit in the bit vector has been set. 

The method of Claim 2& further comprising notifying a local operator, 
who is using the local computer, of the system failure. 



30 
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The method of Claim ^3 wherein the act of notifying the local operator 
comprises displaying a message on a monitor coupled to the local computer. 

A method of reporting a system failure in a seryer system, comprising: 
detecting a system failure condition; 

transmitting failure information related/fb the failure condition to a 
system recorder; 

assigning a time value to the failu/e information; 
storing the failure information £md its time value in a system log; 
reporting an occurrence of aiVevent to a remote computer coupled to the 
server system via a remote interface, wherein the remote computer is connected 
to the remote interface via a nafodem connection; and 

eommun i cating failure information f ion i the i > yii lem log to an ope rator^ 



The method of Claim J#5 wherein the act of reporting the occurrence of 
the event to the remote computer comprises: 

sending an event signal to the remote interface; 
setting a bit in a bit vector within the remote interface, wherein the 
setting of the bit corresponds to a specified type of system failure; and 

notifying the remote computer that the event signal has been received 
by the remote interface. 



vr. The method of Claim JMf wherein the act of notifying the remote 
computer comprises: 

automatically calling a phone number corresponding to a modem 
coupled to the remote computer, wherein, upon receiving the call, the remote 
computer interrogates the remote interface to ascertain that the bit in the bit 
vector has been set. 
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3/8. The method of Claim "jn further comprising: 
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verifying that the remote computer is authorized to access the server 
system via the remote interface; and 

verifying that a communication link has been established between the 
remote computer and the remote interface. 

- $9. The method of Claim ^further comprising notifying a remote operator, 
who is using the remote computer, of the system failure. 

^0. The method of Claim j% wherein the act of notifying the remote 
operator comprises displaying a message on -a monitor coupled to the remote 
computer. 



41. A method of reporting a system failure in a server jystem, comprising: 
detecting a system failure condition; 

transmitting failure information rehjte£f to the failure condition to a 
system recorder; 

storing the failure infoprt£tion in a system log; and 
executing a centj^processing unit operation in response to detecting 
a system failure cgnditinn 
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§^ The method of Claim^f wherein the s^^cTTprocessing unit operation 
comprises notifying an operator of the system failure. 

w i 

The method of Claim &L wherein the act of notifying an operator 
comprises displaying a message on a monitor coupled to the central processing unit. 



JThe method ofQaim 41 wherein the central processing unit operation 
comprises accessing tH^systeni l/>g to read the failure information stored therein. 





